DMHS Earth Science


End-of-Course Projects






 Climate of New Jersey
Websites
Office of the New Jersey State Climatologist
http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim_v1/njclimdata.html 

Activity

     Cape May is approximately the southernmost point in NJ, and High Point State Park is approximately the northernmost.  Use the website to complete the data tables below. (up to 2 pt. ea., 6 pt. total)
Mean (average) temperature

	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Cape May


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High Point


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Maximum temperature normals

	Month
	Jan
	Feb
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	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
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	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Cape May
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Minimum temperature normals

	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Cape May


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High Point


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Now, plot these values in the chart below, using two different colors. 


Cape May color:



High Point color: 

Show the maximum values with a solid circle. Show the mean values with a square. Show the minimum values with an open circle.  Connect the points to make three line charts, and extend these to the end of the chart. (up to 2 pt., 6 pt. total)
	time
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
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On another piece of paper, write 2 or 3 paragraphs discussing what you notice about differences in climate between Cape May and High Point.  (up to 3 pt.)

Get the climate data for Newark Airport by opening: http://www.weather.gov/climate/getclimate.php?wfo=okx 
What are the years for the “normals”? ___________________________________________ (1 pt.)
What are the years for the “records”? ___________________________________________ (1 pt.)
Today’s date ____________________________________

     On the next page, write a “script” for a radio or television weather forecaster that provides a summary of today’s climate. Your script should follow this format:     


(up to 8 pt.)
HERE IS TODAY’S CLIMATE SUMMARY. TODAY’S HIGH TEMPERATURE WAS ___ , THE LOW WAS ____, AND THE AVERAGE TEMPERATURE WAS _____. LAST YEAR, THE HIGH WAS ______, THE LOW WAS ____, AND THE AVERAGE WAS ______.  THE RECORD HIGH FOR TODAY WAS _____ IN ___________, AND GTHE RECORD LOW WAS _______ IN _______.

THERE WERE ______ INCHES OF RAIN TODAY, WHICH BRINGS OUR TOTAL FOR THE MONTH TO _____. SO FAR THIS YEAR, WE HAVE HAD ______ INCHES OF PRECIPITATION. NORMALLY BY THIS DATE WE HAVE RECEIVED _______ INCHES, SO WE ARE (ABOVE/BELOW) NORMAL BY ________ INCHES.

THE AVERAGE WIND SPEED WAS FROM THE _________  AT ________ MPH, WITH GUSTS TO ________ MPH. 

(ADD ANY SIGNIFICANT WEATHER, SUCH AS THUNDERSTORMS AND LIGHTNING)

FINALLY, FINISH YOUR SCRIPT BY MAKING UP SOMETHING ABOUT HOW THE WEATHER AFFECTED PEOPLE AT AN “OUTDOOR FESTIVAL HELD ON THE GROUNDS OF DWIGHT MORROW HIGH SCHOOL.”

