History of the Hudson River

Project based on

Harpers’ Weekly Reports from 1859-1903

Aim


In this lesson, students will investigate the political, economic, environmental and social impact of human life along the Hudson River over 100 years ago.  Students will use information technology to retrieve, process and communicate information.  Students will present their work to the class.

Educational Objectives


Standard 7 – Interdisciplinary Problem Solving



Key Idea 1:  The knowledge and skills of mathematics, science, and technology are used together to make informed decisions and solve problems, especially those relating to issues of science/technology/society, consumer decision-making, design, and inquiry into phenomena.


Standard 2 – Information Systems



Key Idea 1:  Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information as a tool to enhance learning.

Note:  This topic could be linked to American History.  In particular, the history of the Revolutionary War battle sites along the Hudson River could be easily integrated into this study.  

Materials

1) The book, Life Along the Hudson, Wood Engravings of Hudson River Subjects from Harper’s Weekly, 1859-1903, Valice F. Ruge (ed.), 1994, The Overlook Press, Lewis Hollow Road, Woodstock, New York 12498.

 
Note:  Other historical records/books can be added or substituted.  Students may enjoy reading about historical reports from towns along the Hudson River such as;


Images of America, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, 1997, Arcadia Publishing, 2 Cumberland Street, Charleston, SC  29401


Images of America, Ossining Remembered, 1999, The Ossining Historical Society, Arcadia Publishing, 2 Cumberland Street, Charleston, SC 29401

2) Students will need time and access to computers for research and presentation preparation.

3) Students will need poster board and art materials for their presentation summary.  

4) A projections system/ computer with power point will be used in the class presentations.

Procedure

1) Tell the students that science impacts decision making about peoples lives.  As part of an investigation into the “History of the Hudson River”, the class will look at events on the Hudson as reported in Harper’s Weekly magazine from 1859-1903 (or other approved sources).

2) Give the students 2 or 3 examples.

3) Divide the class into small groups of no more than three students. 

4) Give students rubrics for the project and an activity worksheet.

5) Explain the grading rubric and establish the due dates for work submission and class presentations.

6) Let each group present their work to the class.  Presentations may be scheduled as joint blocks or added to daily lessons for specials.   

7) Display the students’ poster presentations in the classroom.

8) Use the rubric as a guideline for grading project presentations.

Activity Sheets


As a means of keeping students on task and helping them to make connections into environmental, economic, political and societal issues, an activity sheet will be given to each group.  The activity sheet prompts students via questions about their ideas concerning their project topic and interrelated issues and concerns.  The activity sheet is included as an attachment.


Assessment


A rubric for grading the presentations will be established and communicated to the students when the assignment is given.  The rubric is attached.


Rubric for “History of the Hudson” Project and Presentation
	
	Accuracy

and

Completeness
	Organization
	Use of

Technology
	Development of 

Topic



	In scoring

Consider:
	The degree in which the facts are reported correctly and the 

requirements

of the assignment are fulfilled.
	The degree to which the project is clearly focused with a logical sequence of ideas.
	The degree to which the project incorporates the use of computer resources for research and presentation of topic.
	The degree to which the historical, social, and/or environmental issues relating to the research topic are considered 



	4
	All the facts are correct and all task requirements are fulfilled
	Effectively organized and maintains focus from beginning to end
	Uses and documents Internet searches for research 

Power Point presentation works smoothly 
	Ideas about the historical, social and/or environmental issues are insightful and supported by relevant details and examples.

	3
	All the reported facts are correct, but the task requirements are incomplete
	Partially organized

Generally focused


	Uses the Internet, but does not document research

Power Point presentation works smoothly
	Ideas about the historical, social and/or environmental issues are insightful, but not supported

	2
	Some of the reported facts are incorrect and the task requirements are incomplete
	Weakly organized

Limited focus
	Does not use the Internet for research

Power Point presentation has some technical problems
	Ideas about the historical, social and/or environmental issues are not actually linked to the project

	1
	Many facts are reported incorrectly and the task requirement is incomplete
	Not organized

Unfocused
	Does not use the Internet for research

Does not use Power Point for the presentation
	No Ideas about the historical, social and/or environmental issues are reported


Activity Sheet – “History of the Hudson” Project

Your name:______________________________         Class period ______________

Your topic: ___________________________________________________________

Historical date of your topic:_____________________________________________

Presentation due date:__________________________________________________


This activity sheet must be completed by each student and submitted when your group presents their work to the class.  Our goal is to learn about life along the Hudson River over 100 years ago and to think about the political, economic, environmental and social issues relating to your topic.    

1) Has your group prepared a power point presentation for the topic assigned? Yes/No.

2) Has your group prepared a poster display for your project? Yes/No.

3) Who was the President of the United States during the period of your project?

________________________________________________________________________

4) About how many people live in New York City today?  During the period of your project?  ________________________________________________________________

5) What were the means of transportation during the period of your project?  For people?  For commodities such as food and energy supply?

________________________________________________________________________      ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________       

6) List your ideas about how life along the Hudson has changed over the past 100 years.  Include ideas about social and recreational activities.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) How have humans changed the environment along the Hudson River over the past 100 years?  Include negative impacts on the river.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8)  How do you think humans can live along the Hudson and have a positive impact on the environment?   Will scientific research and development play a role?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9) List Internet web sites, books and other material that you used to help you prepare your project.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) List any other information that you learned about and found interesting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

