Application Guide


Examples of questions that may be answered on Center for International Earth Science information Network’s (CIESIN's) web site: www.ciesin.org

DDViewer (http://plue.sedac.ciesin.org/plue/ddviewer/)

· What is the total population of your neighborhood, city or county?

· What are the demographic and economic characteristics of your county? How do they compare to your state? 

· How does the age distribution of your area differ from that of south Florida? Why?

· What is the spatial distribution of poverty in the US? In your state?

· How does the spatial distribution of poverty relate to other characteristics? For example, race or ethnicity? Employment?

ENTRI (http://sedac.ciesin.org/entri/)

· Who has signed more environmental treaties, the United States or the Netherlands? Why do you think this is the case?  How many environmental treaties has Cambodia signed?

· What is the relationship, if any, between level of development and participation in international environmental treaties?

· How do countries participate in international environmental treaties?

· Are there different types of international environmental treaties for different types of international environmental issues?

· Do international environmental treaties evolve over time?  If so, in what ways?

Geocorr (http://plue.sedac.ciesin.org/plue/geocorr/)

· What are the watersheds in your county?

· What are the counties that make up a given watershed?

· What is the population of a given watershed in your area?

· What is the population of the Congressional districts in your area? 

MVA (http://sedac.ciesin.org/mva/, http://sedac.ciesin.org/mva/iamcc.tg/TGHP.html,  http://sres.ciesin.org/)

· Has the Earth warmed?

· How do human activities contribute to climate change?

· How can one tell that the atmospheric build-up of greenhouse gases is due to human activities?

· What changes in the Earth's climate are projected for the near future?

Miscellaneous (URLs noted below)

· Are the world's people spread out more or less evenly across the world's land area surface, or unevenly?  What are some implications of your answer? (http://www.ciesin.org/datasets/gpw/globldem.doc.html)

· What parts of the world had especially high levels of Ultraviolet Radiation exposure yesterday? (http://sedac.ciesin.org/ozone/maps/eptpage.shtml).

· Why is Ultraviolet Radiation a problem, and why is it increasing in many parts of the world? (http://www.ciesin.org/TG/OZ/oz-home.html)

· Has AIDS spread in a more or less even pattern, or an uneven pattern? (http://www.ciesin.org/datasets/cdc-nci/continental.html)  Why do you think this is so?  What implications do you draw from this fact?

· What types of environmental research does the US government fund and how much does it spend annually? (www.gcrio.org)
· What watersheds are in your area? What is the population of those watersheds? (http://plue.sedac.ciesin.org/plue/geocorr/)
· What is a vector-borne disease? (CIESIN Thematic Guides: Human Health and Global Environmental Change: Changes in Incidence of Vector-Borne Diseases)

· How many people worldwide are infected with Schistosomiasis: 20,000; 200,000; 2 million; more than 200 million? (CIESIN Thematic Guides: Human Health and Global Environmental Change: Changes in Incidence of Vector-Borne Diseases: Current Status of Vector-Borne Diseases)

· What was the average daily number of excess deaths due to the New York Heat Wave from July 31-August 6, 1975? ((CIESIN Thematic Guides: Human Health and Global Environmental Change: Potential Increases in Mortality due to Global Warming: The Effects of Ambient Temperature on Mortality: "Data from Heat Wave Studies (Table)")

· Find out which of Kentucky's Area Development Districts had the highest age-adjusted Female Lung Cancer rates in 1996-1997. (Stratospheric Ozone and Human Health Project: Human Health Data Resources: Subnational Data Sources: Kentucky Cancer Registry: Cancer Incidence Reports: Female Lung (click on either table text or map))

· What are the three key human health effects caused by exposure to ultraviolet-B radiation? (CIESIN Thematic Guides: Human Health and Global Change: Health Effects due to Ultraviolet Radiation)

· Which areas of the country experienced the largest increases in adjusted AIDS mortality rates from 1981-1992? (AIDS animation)
